
THE SAGA OF THE BLACK SAND CONFRONTATION IN TANJAY

The blockade of the Tambacan road leading to the contractor's
Sino Italy plant on the shoreline in Tanjay continues.
 At the City Hall are dozens of police vans from various nearby towns
with their police forces, reportedly waiting for the signal from the Tanjay
City authorities to move in for a clean up operation. It could be bloody.
 Yet, ironically, this could easily be defused. The issues involved 
are very simple and could be resolved peacefully.

 1.  The blockaders are local residents WHO OWN the property 
through which the narrow dirt road passes through.  So legally, 
they have the right to do so.

 2.  They object to the plant's operation in the area, sharing the 
sentiment of majority of Tanjayanons. 

 3.  While almost all residents would agree that dredging the river
is a good thing, the Contractor IS NOT dredging the river, 
contrary to the document attached herein, which is the Memo-
randum of Understanding between the City and the Contractor. 
This is a notarized document, hence public domain, as taken from
the Facebook files of the "Tanjay.Anti.Black.Sand.Mining" group.

 4.  The document appears to be very one-sided in favor of the 
Contractor, such as the 15 million metric tons guarranteed by the
City. That seems an awfully large amount.

 5.   In summary, I believe the City can just stop the Contractor's 
operations (due to non-compliance of not dredging the river). 
Both can then renegotiate and let dredging operations be moved
to up the river and river mouth.

 6.  The City officials should side with the people in objecting to the 
Contractor's present operations.

Otherwise, Tanjay's residents will have been "sold down the river".

Reported by Danny Gil (ferngil@aol.com) 17 Feb 2014
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