THE 2013 TANJAY FIESTA AND WWBT PARTICIPATION
Every year, the Tanjay Fiesta celebration towards the end of July runs a few days with parades, programs, and festivities.
Many Tanjayanons out of the country often coincide their own festivities locally. The large Los Angeles group, organized as
the Tanjay Association of USA (TAUSA) started doing this in 1983. Since then, it has grown to be truly international, with
membership and chapters in the U.S. East Coast, Canada, Asia and Europe.
In the years 1997, 2007 and now 2013, TAUSA organized homecomings for Tanjayanons to come join the Tanjay Fiesta.
Most of the organizing has been spearheaded by Braddock Calumpang of LA, now a retiree in Tanjay, and groups of other
hardworking Tanjayanons, here and abroad. The US East Coast Chapter was very much involved in his year's homecoming.
Kudos go especially to Anita Olis-Moran and Diosa Cornelio-Flores.
Billed as "Worldwide Balik-Tanjay, 2013", the flyer below shows the schedules. Actual venues may have been different.

On the Tanjay Yahoo Groups (tanjay@yahoogroups.com) loop of over 150 members, an especially thrilling thread developed, as Braddock launched a fund raiser for the WWBT Health Fair, raising money to pay for medicines and medical
services for the indigents. The goal was to raise P200,000 in 45 days. The email exchanges were typically full of Tanjay
humor with cajoling, teasing, and acknowledgements for those donors who gave pesos and dollars. The last fund raising
session was actually face-to-face at the Noname Restaurant in Tanjay.
The goal was met. See exuberant posting below. The Tanjay Website (http://www.tanjaycity.org/) shows all the details.

Below are selected photos and commentary to capture the spirit of the 2013 Tanjay Fiesta & WWBT homecoming.

One of the many posters.

Mayor Lawrence "Boy" Teves being
greeted by Braddock, with Elpi Culi
and Aida Samson standing behind.

Well wishers waiting at the Mayor's office.

Vice-mayor Pepe Orlino poses with
Sheila & Jake Rosales, Quirining
Sandiego, Badingding Gil & Norma
Quinit.

Standing, the Aguilar family from NJ.

Some of the mayor's staffers pose
for the Balik Tanjayanons. Up front is
Judy Luba.

More on the Fiesta Parade:

View from City Hall of stage below.

Yellow-shirted Balik-Tanjayanons on stage.

Evalyna Señeris-Mantes in center.

The parade starts. It went on for almost an hour with various contingents from schools, gov't offices, civic organizations, marching bands with drum majorettes, floats, and the like. There even was a senior citizen's group which made me wonder if
they could walk all the way. But I found out first hand when I joined the parade and walked all the way. See pictures below.

Towards the tail end of the parade, the traffic marshall advised us Balikbayans to get off the stage and start marching. We
started off, shown above, perhaps about 2 dozen strong. But as we walked on, many slipped away, being too tired or not
in a condition to walk all the way. Finally, Flutie Violeta of NY followed by a dozen others hitched a ride on the two pick-up
trucks ahead of us which were advertising pest control products. See middle photo. And as the parade wound up back at
the starting point, perhaps 3 km later after meandering around town, only 3 of us were left walking: Macao-based Ritchie
Calumpang, his son, and yours truly. It was about an hours' walk. See right photo above. We had no choice as we were
holding the banner. The senior citizen contingent must have slipped away after a few blocks. More photos of parade below.

Doc Sedillo of the Rural Care Unit #2
and her contingent.

A prominent roadside poster showing
the pretty contenders for the Miss
Tanjay beauty contest.

After the parade, the tired Balikbayans
relax at Noname restaurant for the much
needed cool drinks and halo-halo.

The next day, it was the Sinulog Parade, 8 bands of drum music with their gaudily costumed contingent of dancers and
performers. The winning group will represent Tanjay in the provincial contest in the October Buglasan meet in Dumaguete.
It was a relatively short parade. Left photo shows my visiting daughter and grand-daughter watching the approaching bands.

Above, the Health Fair drew a crowd of people lining up for free consultation and medication by eight doctors, one of whom
is Doc Tino Cornelio, below. Medicines prescribed were dispensed by pharmacist Badingding Gil assisted by Aida Samson,
from donated stock from United Labs, among others. Meds not on stock would be drawn from Generika Pharmacy, and paid
for from the proceeds of the fund drive. Just like in previous fund drives, a complete accounting will be made.

Braddock takes a nap while Emma Agir & Babes Martin
look on during a respite from the hectic schedule.

The day before, Diosa Flores and Anita Moran sort out the
boxes of medicines, both donated and purchased.

The "All City Schools Joint Reunion for Unity" night was fantastic, with the covered Osmeña Park a full house. Each batch
had their own arrangements for dinner, seating, etc, while a number of bands played on and on. It was a study of contrasts.

The more sedate '57 batch of ENI high school graduates.

The energetic batch '87 whose FB posting indicated they
were the last to leave the dance floor at almost 3 am.

The Sunday event of "An Evening of Love, Music and Memories" was even more full house at Osmeña Park, shown below.

The East Coast Tanjayanons had arranged
this event with the importation from Thailand
of a Tanjay family musical band (left photo)
whose music enthralled the audience. As an
intermission, there was a performance by the
local children's string ensemble who played
Bach's fugues. Then, the dancing started in
earnest, with the visitors from Thailand belting
out their dance music till midnight. Photo on
right shows some of the action.
There were smaller parties, too. For instance, after the Health Fair which ended at noon, the volunteer staffers - doctors,
nurses, etc, & organizers trooped to the Navarro residence and were treated to lunch, about 40 in all. See left photo below.
The finale was "Old TimeStyle Jam Session", with
mainly the Balik Tanjayanons and family and their
friends. Right photo shows
Bob & Babes Martin, Doc
Tino, and Charlie Mantes
as among the 80 guests.
Reported by Danny Gil (ferngil@aol.com)
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